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in to psalms and hymns and other necessary instructions;
meanwhile, thou didst exalt the aforesaid church, built on the
river Mole, which belonged to my father, and by the pious de-
votion of Count Roger didst builcl there a venerable monastery.
It did not seem fit to thee that I should longer be thy soldier
there, lest with my relations, who often to thy servants are a
burden and hindrance, I should suffer some disquiet, or run into
some loss in the fulfilment of thy law through the carnal
affection of my relations, Therefore, 0 glorious God, who didst
command Abraham to go forth from his country and his father's
house and kindred, thou diclst put into the heart of Odelcr my
father to give up all his claim in me, and to put me absolutely
under thy yoke,   So he delivered me to Rainald the monk, a
weeping1 father his weeping child, and for the love of thee ap-
pointed me to banishment: and he never saw me afterwards,
Young boy as I was, I took not on me to dispute my father's
wishes, but in everything 1 willingly assented, for he had
promised on his part that, if I would become a monk, I should
after my death possess Paradise with the innocent   Gladly
was this engagement made between me and thee, my father
being its minister; and I left behind my native country
and my parents and all my kin, and my acquaintance and
friends; and they, weeping and bidding me farewell, with loving
prayers, commended me to thee, 0 most high Lord God,  Hear
their supplications, I beseech thee, and graciously grant what
they desired, 0 merciful King of Sabaoth,
So being ten years old I crossed the British Sea, and came
an exile to Normandy, where, unknown to all, I knew no man,
Like Joseph in Egypt, I heard a strange language. Yet by the
help of thy favour, among these strangers I found all gentle-
ness and friendliness, In the eleventh year of my age, I was
received to the monastic life by the venerable Abbot Mainer,
in the monastery of Ouche, and on Sunday, the 2ist of Sep-
tember [1085], I was tonsured after the manner of clerks, and
for my English name, which sounded harsh to Normans, the
name of Vitalis was given me, borrowed from one of the com-
' panions of St Maurice the martyr, whose martyrdom was at that
time celebrated [Sept 22]; In this house for fifty-six years, byio8                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Authors, Scribes and Readers                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            m
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